@ picture of an orange

cut in the middie. The
names of the different parts
of an arange are given, Do you
know these terms? Have you
seen all these parts in @
real orange?

wall

pip (seed)

pulp

Do a bit of Math, If there are ten segments in one
orange and three seeds in a segment, how many
segments and seeds do you think seventeen oranges
would have? Discuss with your partner.

rind

zest

segment

Each segment is covered by pith. The white tissue that covers each segment is called pith.




Can you eat seventeen oranges all together? How long would that take you? Here is the
story of a young boy who loved oranges until one day he had one too many.

S When | was a young man, | used to drive a little pony-and-cart for the |7
' . Swift Delivery Company and a lot of my m were at the
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~ Now, | was not a thief but | never left the dock without
something to chew on for the rest of the day. J=.
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 Say they were unloading a banana box; well, i
| used to draw my little cart alongside. There |
were often loose bunches that had dropped
off the main stalks. When the chance came,

. | would either grab some quickly or some
~ friendly foot would push them towards me,

| Then | used to hide them in my apron and
\ munch on them for the rest of the day.
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Ipickeups  collecting a person or goods, especially in
avehicle « “docks apart of a port where ships are
repalred, or where goods are put onto or taken off ships



Back then, | was very fond of oranges. |
could suck one after another for a whole
day. So one day, when | came across

some juicy oranges, | filled my pockets,

My apron was a special one, | had
made it myself. It was very big and it

could hide anything that | carried in the
pockets of my trousers.

But, at the gates ...
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/ Boy! Stop the cart! What do you
" have in those pockets? Come ™
into my cabin. | need to check

your packets.
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My apron string had snapped and Pongo, the
- policeman had seen my bulging pockets.
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| was frightened but | forced rnyself to keep my mouth Fifteen .. sixteen . SEVENTEEN |
shut. | had read many detective novels. | knew that

g p C oranges! Did you steal these?
anything | said would be held against me. | kno%v you havv & itelan thete:
bovves -

What do you have to say for
yourself?

7 Very well then,

I'll go off and

. bring a colleague
as awithess
against you,

What shall 1
do now? I'll lose |
the job.

.« What will Mother say?

Pongo \V'“ be 1 = — - y P~ —
here soon, There |/ [ | What shall | do?
lsno escape. Jbfws ) : . What shall | do?




, Suddenly a voice in my head said ...
© Ohmy god!

Whatever shall

| snatched an orange and peeled it.

EAT THE
EVIDENCE!

No! You have to
eat those too. Rind,
pips, all! Evidence!

No! Don't bother
to chew: it is a race
against time!

| took out my pen knife, slashed the oranges into
chunks and gulped them as fast as | could.
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I still had three left when | heard them come. /4 | caught him with
17 oranges in his
pocket!

/ What did he do to them? Seventeen %
oranges| Big ones at that|



" He did? Nol Now we
cannot charge him! We "\

. don't have any evidence|
AL

He ate them,
didn't he?

¢
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| kept my lips shut tight.
He had to let me go
because there was no
evidence against me.

But it was days and days before 1 could stand still
or think clearly. Those seventeen oranges—peels,
pips and all—kept warking away in my inside
something shocking.
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Sequence of the story Seventeen Oranges —|_,

" The narrator worked )
at Swift Delivery
k Company J
~ ¥ )
So was saved from the Had irresistible love for
POUCC c: oranges o

)

Stole them from ships
Left no evidence of and boats chewed them
stealing oranges 7 .
He swallowed all the Once caught by security
pips and peels also. guard Pongo
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the seventeen stolen
oranges.

The narrator ate all
<—

Locked the narrator
up in a room. Left the
cabin to bring another

policeman.




