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S 7 SECTION B : HISTORY
~  THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION

Short-Answer Questions
L. What is the meaning of the term Civilisation?
Ans. Civilisation comes from the Latin word ‘Civis’ meaning someone who resides in a town.

2. Name any two important sites of the Indus Valley.Ans. Harappa and Mohen-jo-daro

3. Why is the Indus Valley Civilisation sometimes called the Harappan Culture?

Ans. The first and the best example of the Indus Valley Civilisation was found at Harappa. So this civilisation is
sometimes calledas Harappan Civilisation or the Harappan Culture.

4. Whatis the approximate extent of the Harappan Culture? Ans. This civilisation extended from Ropar
in the North toNarmada and Tapi in the South and from Meerut in the Upper Ganga-Yamuna Doab in the

East to the Suktagendor
on the Makran coast of South Baluchistan in the West

3. What is the approximate date of the Indus ValleyCivilisation?
Ans. The approximate period of the Indus Valley Civilisation can be specified between 3250 BC and 2750 BC
6. Give any two features of the town planning of the IndusValley people.
Ans. (i) The cities grew up according to a set scheme.
(i) The roads and streets were very wide.

7. Name any one feature of the drainage system of Indus Valley people.

Ans. Each house had its own small drains which were directly connected with the street drain which ran under
the main streets and below many lanes

8. How can you say that civic organisation of the Indus Valley people was well-organised?
Ans. The Indus Valley people lived in well-planned towns Thetowns had adequate arrangements for water
supply. The discovery of lamp-posts at intervals reveal the existence ofstreet-lighting. Sanitation was

also properly looked after. Rubbish was thrown into the dustbins. The sweepers keptthe cities neat and
clean

9. Name two things which throw light on the dress of the Indus Valley people.
Ans. Both men and women wore clothes made of cotton and wool. Women wore necklaces, bracelets,
bangles and earrings. Men wore amulets.
10. Name any two features of the Great Bath.
Ans. (1) There are galleries and rooms all around the Great bath.
(i1) The Great Bath was used on religious festivals.

[1. Mention any one reason Why the seals found at the excavations of the Indus Valley are
important.

Ans. An idca of the dress, ornaments, hair style etc. of the Indus Valley people is derived from the figures
engraved on these seals.
12. What evidence is there to establish that the people of Mohen-jo-daro had a great concern for (1)
sanitation and (ii) town planning ?

Ans. (i) Highly developed system of drainage shows that the people of Mohen-jo-daro had a great concern
forSanitation

(i) A well-planned city with straight roads show that the people of Mohen-jo-daro had a great concern
for townplanning.

13. State any one evidence which suggests that the Indus Valley people knew the art of painting.
Ans. A painted pot from Lothal bears the paintings of a crow- like bird sitting on the branch of a tree
suggests that the Indus Valley people knew the art of painting,
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Structured Essay-Type Questions

1. Giv

r 1ce to:
¢ an account of the Religion of the Indus Valleypeople with HeEEs
(a) The worship of Lord Shiva which existed among the
people.
(b) Tts two main features
(¢) Animal worship
(d) The worship of Mother Goddess - i '
Ans, (a) Among the male gods, Shiva was the most prominent.In one of the seals, thl§ go‘? i sho\lN" seated on a
raised platform, cross legged in a yogic posture, withhis sight fixed on the tip of the nose. imals. Thi
(b) He has three taces and the crown on the head isadorned by trishul. He is surroun.ded by ammz'i S. Lhis
godisbelieved g be 'Shiva pashupati' Shiva was alsoworshipped in the form of linga and yoni.
(€) They worshipped animals like bulls, buffalo, tiger, rhinoceros, crocodile, snake, etc.
To Dr. A.D. Pusalkar, "The feeding troughs (long hollow vessels) which appear before some of
these animals have been taken as symbolising food offering to beasts which could not be
domesticated, indicatingthe animals as objects of worship." It is difficult to saywhether these animals
were worshipped as deities or spirits of deities or vehicles of the gods and goddesses,
(d) Stone images, figurines

2. With reference to the Seals, expl

(a)

(b)
(¢)

Ans. (a) An interesting seal from Harappa is that of a nude f

(b)
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One of'the seals found among the ruins of the Harappan
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State one reason why the seals of the Indus Valley
Civilisation are considered important,

emale figure turned u

legs and a plant issuing from the belly. The reverse side h
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has beenidentified by historians with a human sacrifice to the Mother Goddess.
Of all the 2,000 odd seals, the most important is that of Shiva Pashupati which has been found at

Mohen-jo-daro. In one of the seals, which is believed to be ‘Shiva-Pashupati, this god is shown seated on g

raised platform, cross-legged, in a yogic posture. He has three faces andthe crown on the head 15 adorned
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y 130 Kilometres south of Mohen-jo-daro), Lothal in (l'UJal'at.neal: Allmt?dapa(l, !(ah Bnign

,,r(;i“dh (Pakistan, about . sirpur near [Hastinapur in Uttar Pradesh and Mitahal in Hissar district of Haryana.

g al amy i asting _ .

fuvarie RM?SIM:L f‘the ITm‘appan people were primarilyurban people. They lived in well-planned towns and

18, e “‘:e-‘ ;‘N fler their cleantiness. The cities grew up according to a set scheme. The roads and streets

| eal care K alls ‘ N : . .

- ook f-_lltt\l Gl dg’“?ﬂ“; width of the streets varied from 3 metres to 4 metres. The roads were 4 metres to 10 metres
Mrew{}lF \;1 :trecns and roads ran from north to south and from east to west so that they C_Ould be cle
i ‘ll“: by the prevailingwinds Building were not allowed 1o encroach upon the public highways. In fact,
mnmmldl%n\’zllc.v people had developed a keen civic sense and they fully obeyedthe Civic authority. Acchdmg to
lll)‘c !t(lL)lspu‘S'lll;-||- avisitor to the ruins at Mohen-jo-daro is struck by the remarkable skill in town planning The

I'l A Y} ‘ L) « . ' ' ‘
city was the creation of carcful fore thought and planning,

(c) Seals and Their Importance: The discovery of a large number of seals oc

nin the Indus Valley Civilisation. More than2,000 of such seals have been found at various sites of the Indus
ow S Valley L

Valley Civilisation. They are made of various materials such as pottery, steatite, faience, iv.ory\ etc. ML'JCII of the
information regarding the Indus Valley people has been_drawn l'ron.1 these seals. Besides providing m'uc.h
knowledge about the physical features of men, women, ammals and birds of those day§, they reveal the artistic
skill of the artistsand crafismen of the Indus Valley. An idea of the dress, ornaments, hair style, etc. of the l_n_dus
Valley people can be derived from the ﬁgur.es' e_:ngraved on these seals. These seals also throw a good deal of light
on the religious faiths and commercial activities of the Indus Valley people. Above

all, these seals have some
inscriptions engraved on them. The most important seal found was that of the Shiva Pashupati.

aned

cupies a special importance of its

3. Our knowledge of the Harappan Civilisation is based on exc
India. Explain the evidence discovered with reg
(a) The extent of this civilisation.

(b) Commercial relations,

(c¢) Buildings.
Ans. (a) By now more than 250 centres of the H

north-western part of the subcontinent. These sites are scattered
Rajasthan and the fringes of Western Utter Pr
valleys of Narmada and Tapi in the South an
Suktagendor on the Makran Co

avations carried out in North-Western
ard to the following points :

arappan culture have been discovered in different areas of the

in the Punjab, Sindh, Baluchistan, Gujarat,

ed from Ropar in the northto the

¢ Upper Ganga-Yamuna Doab in theeast to the
an in the west.

adesh. This civilisation extend
d from Meerut in th
ast of SouthBaluchist
Of the 250 sites of the Indus Vall

ey or Harappan Civilisation so far discovered, Mobhen-jo-daro andHarappa are
considered to be the most important. Thesewere also the two biggest centres of this civilisation
(b) Trade or Commercial Relations:

The people of the Indus Valley maintained close commercial relations
with the outside world. For the import of precious stones, different metals and other articles, they had

India, eastern India and Kashmir, as well as with certain Central Asian
and West Asian countries There is an overwhelming mass of evidence which clearly shows that a flourishing

trade, probably through the land routes of Baluchistan and Persia, took place between the Indus Valley and
Sumer (Mesopotamia) in ancient times. Numerous seals of Indian origin with Indus script and Brahmani bulls
have been found at various Sumerian (or Mesopotamian) sites. Likewise, various importations from Sumer—like
an engraved steatite (soap-stone) vessel, a model ram, an adze (or carpenter's axe), small pottery rings etc.
recovered in the Indus Valley, clearly igdicate trading intercourse between India and Sumer (Mesopotamia) in

ancient times. Historians believe that the Indus Valley peoplehad also maintained trade relations with Egypt and
Crete through Sumer The representation on a scal ofa mastless ship, with a central cabin and a steersman seated
at the rudder forced Dr. Mackay to believe th were in touch with Sumer, Egypt and

established connections with southern

atthe Indus Velley people
Crete by the sea-route also.

(c) Architecture or Buildings: The Indus Valley peopleconstructed various types of buildings. Their buildings
were plain and solid and were far away from artificialdecoration, beauty

and artistic excellence. Much attention
was paid to utility and solidity. They constructed three types of buildings-dwelling houses, public halls
public baths.

and
6.The Indus Valley people made great progress in the field of
(d) Dwelling Houses (b) Assembly Hall (c) Granary (d) Great Bath
Ans. (a) First, there were the Dwellings Houses. 1n order to meet the dan
raised platforms and they generally had an upperstorey and houses v
while the bigger ones looked like palaces. The houses were
in building houses. They had thick and strong w

Architecture. Describe briefly their

ger of floods, the houses were built on

aried in size. The smallest one hadone room
built of brick, lime and gypsum. Stone was not used
alls which were plastered and coloured Their roofs were flat
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- res engraved on these seals. These seals also throw a 800dd%{z}‘6\%|

Indus Valley people can be derived from the “L?'l:i[l?;s of the Indus Valley people. \b\\e

light on the religious faiths and commercial HCU_\. ion with reference to : \‘('\‘
3. Give an account of the Indus Valley Civilisation wi

(@ The two major areas in which il ﬂounshcd:licg
(b) Animportant feature of the Indus V:l“LIY 1C|‘I'li{()l1“ o far di
(€)  One country with which they had commiercia TEIaNons. f Harappan Civilisation so far discoverey
Ans. (2) Important Sites: Of the 250 sites of the Indus Vallcyo,- er also the two biggest centres ofhg
MIO\{[} "\ dar \l 'md‘“]l'klpp'l are considered to be the most important. These were ¢ \
en-jo-daro g RPN
tohen- ol Indus
oL ' ad'. It was the chief city of the
. . . - ) Cc DCI : 1
Mohen-jo-daro: In Sindhi language, it means l:m~]\/‘0[||“d~|0fr‘él:ion ‘FrOm the ruins, the archaeologistshave
Valley Civilisation and probably the capital of thesout o, !}: 't‘ ight, wide roads and a veryhighly
come to the conclusion that it was once a wellplanned city with straight,
developed system of drainage and sanitation. , he Raviriver
S) . el : . i i iilometres from Lahore on the Ra '
Harappa: The ruins of (his city were discovered ata distance of 160 kilo

. - -jo-daro. Itwas bigeer
Itwas probably the capital of the northern region. It was also a well-planned city llkbl M%];Clﬂ jo-daro. Itwas bigg
In area than Mohen-jo-daro. 1t was the firsteity of the Indus Valley to be excavated in 1921

Main Features of The Harappan Civilisation is the Urban Planning or Town-Planning. The Indus Valley o’r the
Harappan people were primarily urban people. Theylived in well-planned towns and took great care to lool\a.ﬂer
their cleanliness. The cities grew up according to a set scheme. This is indicated by the uniformity in pFanmng,
alignment of streets, planning of houses and public buildings with provisions for thoroughfare. Each City was

dividedin two parts. To the west of each city was a citadel, built on a high platform. Public buildings, religious
Structures and granaries were built on the citadel,

According to Dr, A.D. Pusalkar, "A visitor to the ruins at Mohen
town planning. The city was the creation of careful forethought and
(b) One country with which they had commercial rel
the Indus Valley maintained close commercial relations with
evidence which clearly shows that a flourishi
took place between the Indus Valley

origin with Indus script and Brahman

4

-jo-daro is struck by the remarkable skill in
planning.

ations, Trade or Commercial Rel
the outside world. There is
ng trade, probably through the land routes
and Sumer (Mesopotamia) In ancient times,
ibulls have been found at various Sumerian
Likewise, various importationsfrom Sumer - like an engraved steatite (Soap - stone)vessel, a mode] ram, an adze
(or carpenter's axe), small pottery rings, ete. recovered in the Indus Valley, clearly indicate trading intercourse
between India and Sumcr(Mcsopotamia) In ancient times. Historians beljeve that the Indys Valley people had
also maintainedtrade relations with Egypt and Crete through Sumer. The representation on a seal of g mastless

ship, witha central cabin and a steersman seated at the rudder, forced Dr. Mackay to believe that the Indus
Valley people were in touch with Sumer, Egypt and Crete bythe sea-route also.

ations: The peopleof
an overwhelming mass of
of Baluchistanand Persia,
Numerous seals of Indian
(or Mesopotamian) sites,

4. The Harappan Civilisation is char
comment on the following points :

(a) The sites selected for settlements.
(b) The layout of the towns

(c) The uses of seals 10

acterised by the uniformity of its culture.,

On this important aspect,

Ans. (a) Important Sites: Of the 250 sites of the Indus Valleyor H
Mohen- jo-daro and Harappa are considered to be the
this civilisation.

Mohen-ja-daro: In Sindhi language,
Valley Civilisation and probably the
come to the conclusion that it w
developed system of drainage
kilometres from Lahoreonthe R
planned city like Mohen-jo-d
to be excavated in 1921

arappan Civilis

ation so far discovered,
most important. These were also

the two biggest centres of

it means the'Mound of the Dead', 1t w
capital of thesouthern region. From the ruins, the archacologistshave
as once a well-planned city with Straight, wide roads and a veryhighly

and sanitation, Harappa: The ruins of this city were discovered at adistanceof160
aviriver 1t was probably the capital of the northern region. .ltwas also a well-
aro. ltwas bigger in area than Mohen-jo-daro. It was the firsteity of the Indus Valley
Other important centres, besides Mohen-jo-daro and Harappa, were Chanhu Daro in

as the chief city of the Indus
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!’)' floors. They had fewer windows. The doors were of different sizes. and they opened in the
%, ey had A""”dﬂr house hadwells, drains, bathrooms, kitchens and court yards.
[~ L ot every . “ b1 H Q e ~
[ AlSE houses, we find a few huge and largebuildings such as Pillared H

- Fis, i ' alls. It is difficult 1o tell
7 (b) Besides dwe s purpose of these buildings. They might have been useq for different public purposes. A
ire < ’

erhaps, it was an assembly hall

/ the exacl m:l“l Il 24§ metres square, has been discovered at Mohen-jo-daro. p
" high-pillared hall, 2% dinaeaftha statea
/ Inlg.h [pl 15 used to carry on the businessof the state,
nch was e ] s welrTy e
("') - \nother huge building, known as the 'Great Gran
c) ¢ =

ary', has been discovered at Mohen-jo-daro. It is
5 71 metres long and 15.23 metres wide. [t was yse
45 § fong

dfor storing grains. At Harappa we find two rows of six
granaries

(d) The most important building is perhaps the G"fﬂl Bath, unearthed al_Moherj
swimming pool. This building is 55 metres Iongu’n'd 35 metres w1'dc. There is a swi
metres long, 7 metres wide and 2.5 metres dccp. I'here are galleries and rooms all-
was used on religious festivals. It has a flight of steps at either end. It was fod bv
made to discharge thedirty water by a huge drain, This pool IS very strong and w
Great Bath was the “hummam’, 1.¢, the hot air bath. The solidity of the by

fully withstood the ravages of 5.000 years. These public structurcs cl¢
the Indus Vallev. We must  conclude that the

-jo-daro. It resembles alarge
mming pool in thecentre, 12
round the swimming pool. It
a wellnearby. Arrangements had been
atertight. Near the south-west comer of the
ilding is clearly borne out by thefact that it has
arly show the skill of the engincers and architects of
art of building had rcached a high degree of perfection

7. Use the following points and write on the layout of the Townships of the Indus Valley Civilisation:

(e) Their towns were well-planned.

(f) They had a perfect drainage system.
(2)  Among the buildings the Great Bath was a remarkableconstruction.

Ans. (a) Civic Organisation: The Indus Valley people lived in well planned towns. The towns had adequate
arrangements for water supply. The discovery of lamp-posts at intervals reveals the existenc

Buildings were not allowed to encroach upon the public roads. There were inns for tr
watch and ward at night also existed. Nobody could build pottery-

¢ of street lighting,
avellers. The system of
kilns in the city. All thesethings indicate the
- It has been rightly said that the well-planned
towns, elaborate system of drain i vi ion were the monumental achievements of the
Indus Valley people.

(b) The Drainage System: The Indus Valley people had ahi
elaborate drainage system. Each

drain which ran under the main st
and water flow

gh sense of health and sanitation and th
house had itsown small drains which

reets and below many lanes. Each hous

ed from the sink into the underground sewers in the streets. The drains were m
and gypsum. They were covered with

bricks and stones. There were manholes at regular inte
People did not throw ash and other refuse in the drain. All this shows that the drains werecon
lnes and their drainage systemwas in no way inferior to the underground drain
this connection Prof
S R. Sharma wriles,
constructed "

(c) The most important building is perhaps the Great Bath,
swimming pool. This building is 55 metres longand 35 metres
metres long, 7 metres wide and 2 5 metré®? deep. There
was used on religious festivals. It has a flight of ste
been made to discharge thedirty water by a huge
west corner of theGreat Bath was the * Hirmman™
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of the engineers and architects of the Indus V
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were directly connected with the street
e had its own soak-pit

ade of mortar, lime
rvals for inspection.
structed on scientific
age system of the modern times. In

"Archaeologists have marvelled at the skill with which the whole system was planned and
unearthed at Mohen-Jo-Daro._ It
wide. There is a swimming
are galleries and rooms
Ps at either end. It was fed by

drain. This pool is very strong

resembles a large
pool in thecentre, 12
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and watertight. Near the south-
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avages of 5,000 years. These public structures clearly show the skill
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