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PARLIAMENT AND
THE MAKING OF LAWS

Parliamentary system of government was considered best by the Constitution makers keépi11g 3
view the historical background and diversity of India.

Parliament consists of the President and two houses - the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha,
Rajya Sabha (Council of States), with a total strength of 245 members, is chaired by the Vics.
President of India.

Lok Sabha (House of the People), with a total membership of 545, is presided over by the Speake;
One of the most important functions of the Lok Sabha is to select the executive. The Prime Minig,
of India is the leader of the ruling party in the Lok Sabha.

The Rajya Sabha functions primarily as the representative of the states of India in the Parliamey
It can also initiate legislation and a bill is required to pass through the Rajya Sabha in order |,

become a law.
The Parliament has an important role in making laws. It is to be sensitive 1o the problems faceg

by people.
Sometimes a law can be constitutionally valid and hence legal, but it can continue to be unpopul

and unacceptable to people because they feel that the intention behind it 1s unfair and harmful.

) KEY CONCEPTS
Coalition : A temporary alliance of groups or parties.
Approval :  To give one’s consent.
Unresolved :  Situations in which there are no easy solutions
to problems.
Question Hour :  Time during which MPs ask questions to
ministers in the Parliament.
Criticise :  To find fault with or disapprove of a person or
thing.
Sedition :  Applies to anything that the Government might consider as st

up resistance or rebellion. In such cases, the government does ol
need absolute evidence in order to arrest persons.
To control severely in order to prevent free and natural developm”
Or expression. |
It refers to the injury or harm or threat of injury or harm caused ™
an adult male, usually the husband, against his wife.

m KNOW: Dr. Rajendra Prasad, from Bihar, was the first President e
Hew also a freedom fighter during the Indian independence movement.
€nt to serve two terms in office (26th January 1950 - 1 3th May 1962)
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