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                         Chapter-13 The story of Helen Keller 

Q.I. New Words 
1. Grievously
2. Consulted
3. Examined
4. Institution 
5. Communicate
6. Touching 
7. Graduated
8. Inspiration 
9. Suffering 
10. Blindness
11. Magazines 
A. Answer the questions briefly 
1. Who introduced Anne Sullivan to Helen's parents?
Ans.  Alexander Graham Bell sent Helen's parents to Anne Sullivan.
2. Where did Helen learn to speak?
Ans. Helen learned to speak with help of her teacher Sarah Fuller.
3. Where did Helen graduate from?
Ans. Helen Keller studied at the Cambridge School for Young Ladies and later on she graduated with honours from Radcliffe College in 1904.
B. Answer the questions 
1. How did Anne Sullivan's arrival change Helen's life?
Ans.  Ann Sullivan was a blessing in the life of Helen Keller. With Ann as her teacher, Helen learned to communicate with others and understand the world around her.
2. How did Anne Sullivan teach Helen to associate words with objects?
Ans. Anne taught little Helen to feel the objects around her. Her teacher would place different objects over Helen's hands and then spell out their names on her palm with her fingers.
3. What was the interesting way Helen learnt about water?
Ans. Helen learned that water meant something cool and wonderful, flowing over her hands.

C. Read the lines and answer the questions.
1. ...became angry while trying to learn the words m-u-g and w-a-t-e-r.
a. Who became angry?
Ans. Helen Keller became angry.
b. What was the reason for being so angry?
Ans. Helen became angry while trying to learn the words m-u-g and w-a-t-e-r because no matter how many times her teacher spelled it out Helen could not understand the difference between the two.
c. How was the difference between water and mug finally Explained?
Ans. Finally, Helen's teacher Ann Sullivan placed Helen's palms under the spout as cool water flowed and spelled out the word w-a-t-e-r with her fingers on Helen's palm. Helen learnt that water meant something cool and wonderful, flowing over her hands.
2. Helen wrote about her life and what it felt like to live with blindness in women's magazines of her time.
a. Why do you think Helen wrote about her life?
Ans.  Helen wrote about her life so others like her could also realize that it was possible to learn skills and improve their lives
b. How was her life an example to all people living with disabilities?
Ans. Helen Keller serves as an inspiration to everyone suffering from disabilities and difficulties in life. She was able to learn and develop skills that no other person with disabilities had till then even dreamt of achieving. Her story serves as an example to us all on how nothing can stop someone who is determined to succeed.


c. What other ways did Helen contribute to make lives of people with disabilities better?
Ans.  In 1913, Helen started working as a speaker giving lectures on behalf of the American Foundation for the Blind. Helen travelled all over the world on her lecture tours. This prevented several people with disabilities from being shut away in asylums where they would be treated badly.
3. Helen spent her winters at the Perkins institution learning Braille.
a. What is Braille?
Ans. Braille is a system of printing for blind people, using raised letters that they read by touching.
b. What are the different skills that Helen learnt and how was she unique to have learnt them?
Ans. Helen learnt how to communicate with others and understand the world around her. She learnt to read using Braille and to speak. She was able to learn and develop skills that no other person with disabilities had til then even dreamt of achieving.
4. She was able to learn and develop skills that no other person with disabilities had till then even dreamt of and.
a. Who was able to learn and develop skills?
Ans.  Helen Keller was able to learn and develop skills.
b. What were the skills that she learnt?
Ans.  Helen learnt how to communicate with others and understand the world around her. She learnt to read using Braille and speak.
c. Why do you think these skills were such that no other person with disabilities had till then even dreamt of achieving,
Ans. In those days, people with disabilities were often misunderstood and were shut away in asylums where they would be treated badly. They were not given a chance to learn skills like reading, writing and speaking. Helen was one of the first to show that people with disabilities can also learn these skills.
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