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GRADE: 8 								SUBJECT: ENGLISH   
NAME: THE VET MAKES AN IMPRESSION

Comprehension
A) 1. The speaker’s car often had a puncture- the tyres were nearly worn through on all the wheels. The rusty sunshine roof made an unpleasant noise when the speaker slid it back. Even when it was closed, the rain dripped through the joints and formed pools on his lap and the passenger seat. If the speaker drove through a puddle, the muddy water fountained up through the gasps in the floorboards. The speaker did not mind these inconveniences because it was a fine summer and he enjoyed the long days in the open. Even mending a puncture on the high, unfenced roads felt enjoyable, with birds flying above and the wind bringing the scents of flowers and trees up from the valleys. The speaker also loved to get out and sit on the crisp grass and look out over the airy roof of Yorkshire.								                             2. The speaker’s boss was Siegfried Farnon. The speaker describes him as an unusual character who charged round the practice with fierce energy from dawn till dark. Siegfried did not seem to care about money; in fact he was almost careless with it. After a week or two of working continuously, he would disappear without saying where he was going and when he worked, he called out the list of necessary visits so fast that the speaker often went off to the wrong place- something that Siegfried found very funny. 					                                                                             3. The speaker and Siegfried were going to Bronsett because the speaker had received a call from a Mr Heaton of Bronsett about doing a post-mortem on a dead sheep. However, when Siegfried drove up to Bronsett with the speaker, he turned towards the house of the Seatons. Even when the speaker tried to point out the mistake, Siegfried insisted that he had said earlier that it was Seaton, not Heaton. So the speaker did not argue anymore and the two of them reached the house of the Seaton family, instead of Mr Heaton. 						                4. When Siegfried reached the Seatons’ house, believing that their dead sheep needed a post-mortem, he found that he had not carried a post-mortem knife. So he asked the Seaton family for a good sharp knife, such as one used for carving meat. When the surprised family gave him a knife, he was not satisfied with its sharpness, so he asked for a steel and began to sharpen the knife. He was particularly willing to do this as he enjoyed sharpening knives. 								    5. When Siegfried had finished sharpening the knife, he told the frightened Seaton family that he could get started. When they asked nervously what he wanted to start, he mentioned the post-mortem and that was when he realised his mistake. Or rather, he did not realise his mistake, because, forgetting that he had insisted on going to the Seatons instead of Mr Heaton, he told the speaker that the speaker must be more careful in the future. 
B) 1. A) The speaker was referring to the difference between his old life and the new one—the Yorkshire countryside after years of city streets, the release from exams and study, and in its place, the job with its daily challenges.                                                                                     B) On the whole, he sounds glad about the change. He loved the countryside and did not mind the many defects of the car he drove. He enjoyed the company of the birds, the scents of the flowers and trees, and the opportunities to sit on the grass and look out at the landscape of Yorkshire. He appreciated the feeling of taking time out of life—time to get things into perspective and assess his own progress.                                                                                                        2. A) Siegfried Farnon.                                                                                                                                       B) The speaker was embarrassed when he went off to the wrong place or to do the wrong job because of the hurry in which Siegfried read out the list of calls every morning.                                                                                                                        C) Siegfried laughed at the speaker’s embarrassment because he was an unusual character who could not see his own mistake. When the speaker was embarrassed—and not himself—he thought it was because of the speaker’s mistake and could laugh it off as something unimportant.                                                                                                                                                         3. A) The speaker and Siegfried were inside the car, driving to Bronsett.                                                          B) Siegfried’s jaw was jutting because he was feeling annoyed and stubborn. He refused to admit that he may have made a mistake and did not want to listen to what the speaker was saying.                                                                                                                                                                 C) When the speaker saw Siegfried’s expression and realised that Siegfried was feeling stubborn and annoyed, he stopped arguing and decided to let Siegfried find out his mistake by himself.                                                                                                                            4. A) Siegfried Farnon said this to Mrs Seaton.                                                                                      B) The speaker, Siegfried, sounded impatient because he was in a hurry to get on with the post-mortem, and Mrs Seaton seemed to be slow to reply to his questions.                                     C) The listener, Mrs Seaton, was not acting quickly because she was surprised both to see Siegfried and to hear his request to have a carving knife. She felt alarmed and wondered what was going on.                                                                                                                5. A) The mother was Mrs Seaton. She was speaking to Siegfried Farnon.                                           B) She was whispering and holding her family close because they were quite nervous to think what Siegfried might be planning. He had turned up at their house unexpected, asked for a carving knife and had been sharpening it. Now, he had said that he could get started.                                                                                                                          C) The listener, Siegfried, wanted to start doing the post-mortem.   
C) [bookmark: _GoBack]1. WRITE YOUR OWN ANSWER.                                                                                                    2. A) It is mostly Siegfried Farnon’s character that makes the incident described in the text funny. It is he who makes the mistake of going to the wrong house. He is too stubborn to admit it, so we know that there will be some confusion when the two vets arrive at the Seatons’. When there, Siegfried asks for a carving knife, not realising that the family are surprised to see him and feel alarmed at his request. He goes on to sharpen the knife and even sing while doing that. All this while, the speaker knows what kind of a misunderstanding has taken place, but does not say anything since it is useless to argue with his boss.                                                                                                                 B) i) Yes, the speaker must have appreciated the humour, as he knew his boss and describes the incident in an amusing manner.                                                                                                     ii) No, Siegfried may not have appreciated the humour because he asked the speaker in a grave manner to be more careful.                                                                                                        iii) The Seaton family may have appreciated the humour when they realised what had happened and felt safe and reassured. They could not have appreciated the humour while Siegfried was sharpening the knife and they were feeling startled.                                               3. A) Before introducing Siegfried, the speaker described the setting of his new life—the Yorkshire countryside, and the kind of problems as well as the pleasant things he came across while driving around, doing his job.                                                                                   B) Yes, the defects of the car added an element of humour to this picture.                                            C) The speaker appreciated the natural beauty of the place—the birds, the roads, the winds with the scents of flowers and the breaks when he sat on the crisp grass and looked over what seemed like the roof of Yorkshire, thinking about his life and his work. He appreciated that chance to think about his life and assess his progress.                                                  
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