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GRADE: 8 								SUBJECT: ENGLISH   
NAME: INVICTUS

Comprehension
A. 
1.F	2.T	3.DNS	4.DNS	5.F	6.T 

B. (You can write your own answers the following answers are given for your reference)
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. a. Night here is meant figuratively. Here, night refers to the darkness that the speaker feels surrounded by, because of the many difficulties he has to face. 					            b. ‘From pole to pole’ implies that the darkness seems to appear whichever way the speaker turns it seems to cover his world or his vision. 

2. a. ‘Chance’ here may refer to fate or destiny, which throws different challenges in the speaker’s way. 
b. The second line means that as the speaker faces different difficulties, he suffers, he is pained and hurt, but he does not give up or break down. He keeps standing straight and goes on trying. 

3. a. No, the lines that immediately follow this line are, ‘Looms but the Horror of the shade, / And yet the menace of the years...’ These lines say that beyond this place of suffering, there are horror, menace, and then eventually death, so they do not mention good things to come.             b. Even if he has nothing pleasant to look forward to, the speaker is sure of his own courage. He writes, ‘Finds, and shall find, me unafraid’, referring to the menace of the years. He means that no matter how many difficulties or challenges lie ahead, he will remain brave and face them boldly. 

4. Defiance means to challenge or oppose some power to not be afraid of it and to be brave enough to stand up against it. In these lines, the speaker says that no matter how tough things get, how many ‘punishments’ or sufferings he has to go through, he will always be in control of his fate and of his own soul. Thus he defies the problems thrown at him by destiny; he refuses to bow down before them. He resolves to remain standing upright and strong in the face of every storm. 
(Use this as a reference and elaborate more on it)

C. 
1. Inspirational 2. Contest 3. Difficulties 4. Mental 5. Hardships 6. Challenges 7. Courage
 


Appreciating the poem:   WRITE ON YOUR OWN
You can use the following answers as references for your answer and elaborate on it.
1. Yes, we can find both these elements in this poem. Here, the speaker does not mention a specific problem, but he speaks about problems and difficulties in general when he uses words and phrases like ‘night’, ‘black as the pit’, ‘fell clutch of circumstance’, ‘bludgeonings of chance’, ‘wrath and tears’, ‘menace of the years’ and ‘charged with punishments the scroll’. All these refer to the various problems that the speaker faces and has to overcome. The goal he has to achieve is to stay undefeated, unafraid and in control of his own life. We do not know if he manages to overcome every problem, but he achieves the goal to a certain extent since he says that no matter what troubles he comes across, he shall remain unafraid, his head will remain unbowed.  (Only for reference)	

2. The first-person narration ‘I’ works more effectively than ‘we’ or ‘you’ in this poem because here, the speaker describes his own challenges and how he faces them or fights them. ‘We’ would not have worked here because not everyone may face the same degree of difficulty in their lives. Neither would it be effective to use ‘you’, because then the poem may sound preachy. If the poem told the reader that the reader must remain unafraid and unbowed no matter what problems came across their way, then it could sound insensitive or impractical. It is only because the speaker speaks of his own troubles himself that he can write these lines. (Only for reference)	

3. Yes, the title of the poem is suitable since ‘invictus’ means ‘unconquered’ or ‘undefeated’, and that is how the speaker comes across from his account of his problems and his attitude. Other words that have meanings close to ‘invictus’ are ‘unconquerable’, ‘unbowed’, ‘unafraid’, ‘master’ and ‘captain’. (Only for reference)	
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