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GRADE: 8 								SUBJECT: ENGLISH   
NAME: THE FLAMINGO THAT FLEW TO THE SNOW

Comprehension
A) 1.b 	2.e 	3.a 	4.c 	5.g 	6.d 	7.f

B) 1. A) Kathy Nihei said this when a birdwatcher called her to say that she had spotted a flamingo along the Ottawa River. 								           B) Nihei sounded unconvinced because flamingos were never seen in Canada. 		           C) Hamlyn, Nihei’s colleague, went to check out if it was really a flamingo. He found that there was indeed a flamingo at Shirleys Bay. 

2. A) Nihei was at the bay. 									            B) Hamlyn and several other volunteers were with her. 						           C) Nihei thought that the rescue might be harder than she had imagined because just when they had paddled to within five metres of the flamingo, the bird raised her broad wings, got out of the water, and landed on a small island. 

3. A) Nihei hoped that the flamingo would follow the geese because the geese knew which way to go to reach a warmer place and if the flamingo followed them, she would be able to reach a suitable place too. 									                     B) The experts thought it unlikely because the geese would fly faster than the flamingo. The flamingo would soon be left behind and then she would again go her own way the wrong way to further northwest. 

4. On 21 November, the bay froze. Two days later, the flamingo was seen feeding upriver. Nihei set the plastic flamingos along the creek and brought food. Said Sheikh donned chest waders and carried an extendable butterfly net. He moved towards the flamingo on his knees. Then he rubbed his fingers together underwater, imitating the sound of another flamingo feeding. The bird began walking towards him. The flamingo was almost within Sheikh’s grasp when he slipped into a hole on the floor of the river. This made a splash and the flamingo flew off. 

5. A) On 10 December, Nihei and her team decided to give up because after a long time of trying different ways to get hold of the flamingo, they could still find no sign of the bird. Nihei and Hamlyn decided to take down the trap that they had set up because they could no longer keep manning it twenty-four hours a day. 									           B) No, they did not really have to admit failure because just when Nihei was preparing to take down the trap, someone pointed out the flamingo standing twenty metres away. The volunteers rushed to break up the ice in the trap. Walsh joined them and they took up their hiding places. The hungry flamingo pecked at the ice, heard the sound of running water coming from the trap, stepped into the netted area, and began to feed. Walsh signalled to Hamlyn, who rushed into the net, grabbed the flamingo and clutched her to his body. Elisha was rescued.

C) 1. Lines from the text:
· Nihei started telephoning zoos across North America, seabird sanctuaries and anyone with flamingo experience... 
· A local birdwatcher posted a message on the internet asking that anyone who had lost a flamingo should contact the Centre.
· ...an Ottawa paper ran a front-page story about the foreign visitor. 
·  ...Shannon told him when she heard the story on the radio. 
· After a week, a response to the internet message came in. 
· Through the local media, Nihei asked the public to call the Centre if the flamingo was spotted. 
· Some young men on a morning hike spotted Elisha and called Nihei... 
· By December, the bird’s desperate situation had aroused the public’s interest and touched people’s hearts. Three nets were donated when an appeal went out. Four more were needed. Then a call was received. “Your nets are arriving tomorrow. It is our contribution,” said a representative of the local newspaper. The nets arrived on 5 December... 

The media, like the internet, the radio and the newspaper, were used to make everyone aware of the bird’s situation and the need to help her. This made people alert. They kept a lookout for the bird, volunteered to help in different ways, provided information and other help, like the nets. It was everyone’s help that finally made Elisha’s rescue possible. 

2. a & d
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