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GRADE: 8 								SUBJECT: ENGLISH   
NAME: KARNA

Comprehension
A)
1. Everyone was at the arena because the princes had completed their studies in the art of warfare. It was the day fixed for them to exhibit their skills. The royal family and the public had gathered to watch the exhibition. 
2. At first, Duryodhana was jealous because Arjuna displayed excellent skills with his weapons. Everyone was full of admiration. The Kauravas and the Pandavas were rivals, so Duryodhana did not like Arjuna’s success. 
3. Duryodhana felt happy when Karna showed up at the arena, challenged Arjuna, and then repeated all Arjuna’s feats easily. 
4. When Karna and Arjuna were about to face each other, Kripacharya interrupted, saying that high-born princes could not compete with unknown adventurers. It was then that Duryodhana, who wanted to see Arjuna lose, obtained the permission of his elders and crowned Karna the king of Anga, so that he became Arjuna’s equal in that sense.
5. Adhiratha was a charioteer. He had adopted Karna as a baby. When Karna saw him, he bowed his head and paid his respects, although he was then the king of Anga and Adhiratha was still a charioteer. 
6. Duryodhana left with Karna because when everyone realised that Adhiratha was Karna’s father, Bhima laughed at them and insulted Karna, saying that he was not worthy of being killed by Arjuna or ruling Anga. Duryodhana supported Karna, saying that he was worthy to rule the whole world, and left angrily with Karna.
B)
1. a. Karna said this.                                                                                                                                                     b. The skill of using weapons.								                          c. Yes, the speaker, Karna, showed great skill by repeating all of Arjuna’s feats easily. 
2. a. Duryodhana’s heart was flooded with love to see someone copy all of Arjuna’s feats, thus proving that Arjuna was not an unmatched warrior. 					                                        b. Arjuna was feeling wrathful because a stranger had arrived and repeated everything he had achieved, thus reducing his own glory.					                                  c. Soon after this, Arjuna prepared to face Karna in an armed fight. 
3. a. The sight of Karna bowing his head and paying respect to Adhiratha, who was a charioteer.                    b. Bhima remarked that since Karna was only a son of a charioteer, he should take up the driving whip and become a charioteer himself. He was neither worthy of being defeated by Arjuna, nor was he worthy of ruling Anga.                                          				                      c. Karna felt greatly insulted by Bhima’s words and behaviour. His lips trembled with anger and unhappiness.
 4. a. Duryodhana said this about Karna. 							            b. He explained his opinion by pointing out that bravery was the mark of a true warrior. It did not matter where great heroes or mighty rivers came from. There were many great men who were of humble birth. Karna’s form, bearing and his skill with weapons made him, in Duryodhana’s opinion, worthy to rule not only Anga, but the whole world.
C) WRITE ON YOUR OWN
You can use the following answers as references for your answer and elaborate on it.
1. Perhaps Duryodhana respected Karna’s courage and talent, and could not stand silently while he was put down for no fault of his own. Or perhaps he recognised that Karna’s talent and his ability to stand up to Arjuna would benefit the Kauravas against the Pandavas. He may have supported Karna for either or both of these reasons. 	(Only for reference)							                                                                                                                      2. This text suggests that Karna remained a loyal friend to Duryodhana because Duryodhana had supported him at a time when he needed support—when he had come to challenge Arjuna, proved himself as capable as Arjuna, but had still been insulted for being the son of a charioteer. Duryodhana had, at that important point, appreciated his talent, supported him and made him the king of Anga. This would make Karna grateful to Duryodhana. (Only for reference)
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