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Rabindranath Tagore 7 May
1861 — 7 August 1941) was a

Bengali poet of India. He was

also a philosopher and an
P P

artist. He wrote many stories,
novels and dramas, as well as
composing music and many

SONgS,




Rabindranath Tagor&) (

« Rabindranath Tagore was born in the
year 1861 to a middle-class Bengali family
as the youngest son of Debendranath
Tagore.

« Rabindranath Tagore's father
Debendranath was the leader of Brahmo
Samaij, a religious sect in Bengal in the
mid 18th century.

. At the early age of 17, Rabindranath
Tagore started his schooling in England.
Rabindranath Tagore received his Nobel
Prize in the year 1913.

g



Vocation

On yvour way to school or market you ses many peaple at
work. In pairs, discuss what vou have noticed. Then read
this poem. You mav read It aloud with a partner, if vou like,

When the gong sounds ten in the morning and
I walk to school by our lane,

Every daiy I meet the hawker crying, “Bangles,
crystal bangles!”

There is nothing to hurry him on, there is no
road he must lake, no place he must go o, no
Lime when he must come home.

[ wish I were a hawker, spending my day in
the road, crying, “Bangles. crystal bangles!”

When at_four in the afternoon I come back from
the school,

I can see through the gate of that house the
gardener digging the ground.

He does what he likes with his spade, he soils
his clothes with dust, nobody takes him to
task, if he gets baked in the sun or gets wet.
I wish I wwere a gardener digging ausay at the
garden with nobody to stop me _from digging.

Jusr as it gets dark in the evening and my
maother sends me fo bed,

I can see through my open window the
trarchman walldng up and doun,
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The lane is dark and lonely, and the street-
lamp stands like a giant with one red eye in
its head.

The watchman swings his lantern and walks
with his shadow at his side, and never once
qoes (o bed in his life.

I wish I were a watchman walking the streetl
all night, chasing the shadows with my
lantern.
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1. Your partner and you may now be able 1o answer these questions,

(i) Who is the speaker in the poem? Who are the people the
speaker meets? What are they doing?

[ii) What wishes does the child in the poem make? Why does
the child want to be a hawker. a gardener, or a watchman®
Pick out the lines in each stanza. which tell us this.

(1if) From the way the chlld envies the hawker, the gardener
and the walchman, we can guess thal there are many things
the child has to do. or must not do.

Make a list af the do's and don'ts thal the child doesn’l Tike.
The first line is done for you.

The child must The child must not
come home at a fixed time, get his clothes dirty in the dust,




Now add to the list your own complainis aboul the things
vou have ta do, or must not do.

(iv) Like the child in the poem, you perhaps have your own wishes
for yoursclf, Talk to your friend, using “I wish [ were.,..”

2. Find out the different kinds of work done by the people in your
neighbourhood, Make dillerent cards for different kinds of work.

You can make the card colourful with pictures of the persons
doing the work.









